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~ Ordered, That the Report from the Committee of the
whole Houfe, to whom it was referred to confider of the
Report from the Committee appointed to receive Pro-
pofals for preventing the clipping the Silver Coin of this
Kingdom, be made To-morrow Morning.

The Order of the Day, for the Houfe to refolve itfelf
into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider further
of the Bill for granting to his Majefty certain Duties upon
Glafs Wares, Stoneand Earthen Bottles, Coals, and Culm,
for carrying on the War again{t France, being read ;

The Queftion was put, That Mr. Speaker leave the
Chair: :

The Houfe divided.

The Noes go forth. .
T L . fSir Rﬂﬁf?"f Crﬂtfﬂﬂ,
T'ellers for the Y eas’ltiir Benry Ashurst : 108.

Sir John Barker, !
*|Siv Charles Bloys : } 7"
8o it was refolved in the Affirmative.

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee of the
whole Houfe, to confider further of the faid Bill,
. Ver. XL b

Tellers for the Noes

Mr. Clark reported from the Committee, to whom it
was referred to prepare Reafons, to be offered at a Con-
ference with the Lords, for difasrecing to an Amendment,
made by the Lords, to the Bill, intituled, An A& for
continuing, and making perpetual, feveral Laws therein
mentioned, That they had prepared Reafons accordingly ;
which they had diretted him to report to the Houfe ; and
which he read in his Place; and afterwards . .
the Clerk’s Table: Where the fame were twice read ;
and, upon the Queftion put thereupon, agreed unto by the
Houfe ; and are as follow ; wiz.

The Commons cannot agree to the Claufe marked A ;
11t, Becaufe it revives, and re-enaéts, a Law which in
ne-wife anfwered the End for which it was made; the
Title and Preamble of that ACt being to prevent printing
feditious and treafonable Books, Pumnphlets, and Papers :
But there is no Penalty appointed for Offenders therein ;
they being left to be punithed at Common Law, as they
may be without that Act ; whereas there are great and
grievous Penalties impoicd by that A€t for Matters where-

in neither Church nor State is any ways concerned.
41 2. Becaufe
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2. Becaufe that Acts gives a Property in Books.to
fuch Perlons, as {uch Books are, or fhall be, granted to
by Letters Patents, whether the Crown had, or fhall
have any Right to grant the fame, or not, at the time of
fuch Grant.

3. Becaufe that A prohibits printing any thing be-
fore Entry thereof in the Regifter of the Company of Sta-
tioners, except Proclamations, Aéts of: Parliament, and
fuch Books as fhall be appointed under the Sign Manual,
or under the Hand of a principal Secretary of State ;
whereby both Houfes of Parliament are difabled to order
any thing to be printed ; and the faid Company are im-
powered to hinder the priuting all innocent and ufeful
Books ; and have an Opportunity to enter a Title to
themfelves, and their Friends, tor what belongs to, and is
the Labour and Right of, others.

4. Becaufe that A&t prohibits any Books to be im-
ported, without {pecial Licence, into any Port in England,
except Londor ; by which Means the whole foreign Trade
of Books is reftrained to London, uvnlefs the Lord Arch-
bithop of Canterbury, or the Lord Bithop of London, thall,
in Interruption of their more important Affairs in govern-
g the Church, befiow their time gratis in looking over
Catalogues of EBooks, and granting Licences; whereas,
the Commons' think, the other Ports of the Kingdom
have as good Right as London to wade in Books, as well
as other Merchandizes.

5. Becaufe that AE leaves it in the Power cither of
the Company of Stationers, or of the Arehbithop of Can-
terbury, wod Bithop of London, to hinder any Books from
being imported, even into the Port of London ; for if one
or more of the Company of Stationers will not come to
the Cuftom-houle, or that thofe Reverend Bithops fhall
not appomt any learned Man to go thither, and be pre-
fent at the opening and viewing Books unported, the
Cuftom-houfe Officer is obliged to detain them,

0. Becau ACt appoints no Time wherein the
ﬁl"chhi'ﬂlnn‘lrm ﬂ .:IMI'. dhatl annnlat & Voo e asd
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licenfed by the Bifhop, from felling innocent 4nd inoffen-
five Books, though never fo ufeful, in any Part of Eng-
land, except Ireemen of the Company of Stationers, who
may fell without fuch Licence: fo that neither Church
nor State 1s taken care of thereby ; but the People coin-
pelled to buy their Freedom of Trade in all Parts of Eng-
land from the Company of Stationers in London.

13- Becaufe that A& prohibits any oné not only: to

print Books, whércof another has entered a Claim of Pro-~

perty in the Regifter of the Company of Stationers, but
to bind, ftitch, or put them to Sale; and that under a
great pecuniary Penalty ; though it is impoffible for a
Bookbinder, Stitcher, or Seller, to know whether the
Book brought to him, were printed by the Proprietor or
another. . ‘

 14. Becaufe that A& prohibits Smiths to make any
Ironwork for any Printing-Prefs, withoat giving [N otice to
. . . Company of Stationers, under the Penalty of 5 4. ;
whereas he may not know to what Uf: the Iron befpoke
of him, and forged by him, may be put.

15. Becaufe that Aét prohibits printing and importing
not only heretical, feditious, and {fchifinatical Books, but
all offeulive Books ; and doth not determine what {hall
be adjudged offenfive Bocks : So that, without Doubt, if
the late King Juwnes had continued in the Throne till this
time, Dooks again{t Popery would * not have been deemed
olfenfive Dooks,

10, Becaufe that Aé fubjects all Mens Houfes, as
well Peers as Commoners, to be fearched at any tine,
either by Day or Night, by a Warrant under the Sign
Manual, or under the Hund of one of the Secretaries of
State, dive€ted to any Mefibnger, it fuch Mefienger thall,
upon probable Reafon, fidpet, that there are any unli-
cenfed Books there ; and the Houfes of all Perfons free
of the Company of Stationers are fubjeét to the like
Search, on a Warrant from the Mafier and Wardens of
the faid Company, or any one of them,
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Cuftom-houfe Otficer is obliged to detain them.

0. Becanfe that Aét appoints no Time wherein the
Archbithop orBithop of London, fhall appoint a lecarned
Man, cr that one or more of the Company of Stationers
thall go to the Cuftom-houfe to view imported Books ; fo
that they or either of them, may delay it till the Importer
may be undone, by having fo great a Part of his Stock
lic dead ; or the Books, if wet, may rot and perith.

7- Becaufe that A€t prohibits any Cuftom-houfe Of-
ficer, under the Penalty of lofing his Office, to open any
Pacquet wherein are Books, until fome or one of the
Company of Stationers, and {uch learned Man, as fhall
be fo appointed, are prefent: Which is impracticable ;
fince he cannot know there are Books, until he has opened
the Pacquet.

8. Becaufe that A€ confirms all Patents of Books
granted, and to be granted ; whereby the fole Printing of
all, or moft of, the Claflick Authors are, and have been
for many Years paft, together with a great Number of
the beft Books, and of moft general Ufe, monopolized by
the Company of Stationers ; and prohibits the importing
any fuch Books from beyond Sea ; whereby the Scholars
i this Kingdom are forced not only to buy them at the
extravagant Price they demand, but muft be content with
their ill and incorreét Editions; and cannot have the more
correct Copies, which are publithed abroad, nor the ufeful
Notes of Lorcigners, or other learned Men, upon them.

9. Becaulfe that At prohibits any thing to be printed
till licenfed ; and yet does not dire€t what fhall be taken
by the Licenier for fuch Licence : by colour whereof great
Oppreflion may be, and has been, prafifed.

10. Becaufe that Act reftrains Men bred up in the
Trade of Printing, and Founding of Letters, from exer-
ciling their Trade, even in an nnocent and inoffenfive
Way, though they are Freemen of the Company of Sta-
turm{:rs, ::Ltll_ur as Mafters or Journeymen ; the Number of
Workmen, in each of thofe Trades, being limited by that
Aclt.

11, Becaufe that Aé compels Mafter-Printers to take
Journeymen into their Service, though they have no Work
or Employment for themn. | '

12. Beeaufe that AEt refirains all Men, who are not

* Sic Orig.
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of the Company of Stationers are fubject to the like
Search, on a Warrant from the Mafter and Wardens of
the faid Company, or any one of them,

17. Becaufe the Penalties for Offences avainft that
Att are exceflive; it beingin the Power of the J udges, or
Juftices of the Peace, to inflict what Punithment they
pleale, not extending to Life or Member.

Laftly, There is a Provifo in that A&t for Jokn Streater,
That he may print what he pleales, as if the A€t had never
been made ; when the Commons fee no Caufe to diftin-
guilth him from the reft of the Subjetts of Fngland.

Ordered, That a Meflage be fent to the Lords, to de-
fire a Conference upon the Subje€t matter of the Amend-

ments made by them to the faid Bill.
Ordered, That Mr. Clark do carry the faid Meflage.

Ordered, That all Committees be revived.

A Motion being made, for the Re-commitment of the
mgrofled Bill, from the Lords, intituled, An Aét for re-
verfing the Attainder of Jacob Leisler, and others;

Ordered, 'That the faid Bill be re-committed to the fame
Committee : And they are to meet To-morrow at Five a
Clock in the Afternoon, in the Speaker’s Chamber.

Aund that Mr. Blathwait, Lord Cornbury, Lord Mar-
quis /iuton, Mr. Bridges, be added to the faid Comn-

miltee.

An ingrofied Bill for explaining and regulating feveral
Doubts, Duties, and Penalties, in the late A€t for granting
feveral Duties upon Vellum, Parchment, and Paper, was
read the Third time.

An ingroffed Claufe was offered, as a Rider, to the Bill,
That the Veflels trading from one Mewber to another of
the Port of Southampton thall not pay the Duty of Ton-
age :

And the fame was read the Firlt time,

And the Queftion being put, Thatthe Claunfe be read
a Second time ;

It pafled in the Negative. |

Refolved, That the Bill do pafs: And that the Title
be, An A¢t for explaining and regulating feveral Doubts,
Duties, and Penalties, i the late Aét for granting feveral

Duties upen Vellum, Parchment, and Paper; and for /
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