EASONS szm&jy Offer'd for the BILL for
Encouragement of Learning, and for Securing the Pro-
perty of Copies of Books to the Rightful Owners
thereof. *

=T feems very reafonable, that a Gentleman who has fpent the greateft part of his
= | Time and Iortune in a liberal Education, fhould have all the Advantages that
~ 3| may pofiibly be allowed him for his Writings; one of which is the fole and un-
Sl doubted Right to the Copy of his own Book, as being the Produét of his own
£ | Labour and Ingenuity, eitherto be preferved for the Benefit of himfelf, and his Po-
g (terity, or to be Afligned by others av his Difcretion, which all Authors i1 lately
= have Enjoyed; and the Lord Chief Juftice Coke was certainly of Opinion, that the
‘and his Affigns had, by Law, the fole Right to the Reprinting of Books, and no other, elfe
4 not, as he really did, referve to himfelf, and by his Will Devife to his Pofterity the Right

- . all the Books which he Writ, which were many and ufeful, as all the Learned in the
al U.W" Y a

'8 it in England alone that this Copy-Right is obferv'd, but in all other Countries whatfo-
phere Printing is Exercis’d : And it is but a few Years, fince the Copies of Mr. Henry Wetflein
wdam were [old for feveral Thoufand Gilders.

me good Law be not foon made to prevent the Corrupt Praices, now much ufed by
y who Reprint Books without the Confent of the Authors or Propietors of the Copies ;
milequence will be, That no Perfon can afford to give an Author any Confideration for the
pluable Copies of Books ; and if the Author undertakes to get it Printed at his own Expence,
'be a very great Sufferer, for not one Book in T'wenty does produce the prime Coft, if

well, and on gm& Paper; in lefs than four or five Years : And there are very few Books
mat Coit 100/. Printing, and fome above 1000/ And who will hazard fuch an Expence,
g5 be admirted to Keprint fu Book without the Proprietors Leave; By which means

paged from Cultivating the moft ufeful Parts of Knowl
i time totally Deftroyed. -

. tha ﬁ_"mﬂ Copies of Books already Printed ought not to be preferved to the
s any longer, as foppofing they have made fufficient Fmﬁ?af them, andFthat it may be
: sreferve the Property to the Owners of thofe hereafter to be Printed only for fome
re, which produce many Inconveniencies, even the Ruin of many Families, there be-
6000 Pﬂﬂ%lgowhuﬁ: whole Dependance and Subfiftance is upon the Trade of Printing,
pnding, and k-felling. All, or moft of the Copies of Books of any Value now extant,
Shares thereof, are Velted in the Authors, or their Pofterity, or in others who have paid
s for them, and are fettled as Eftates on Marriages, and other good Confiderations, the
deeming they had undoubted Right fo to do, and intending them as Provifions for their
: Many of thofe Books have not yet brought in fufficient to pay the firft Charge, and
B afiord to Print any Books of Value hereafter to be Compos’d, unlefs the fole Right be
) them, .

pe imagined that any Inconveniency may arife to the Subjeé by this Bill, as ill Printing,
@d Paper, or that fome Perfons that may have Copies of ufeful oks, fhould, when fuch
pow icarce, refufe to Reprint them; It may-be reafonable, that the Perfons in whom the
sall be Lodg’d by this Bill, to fettle the Prices of Books, may have alfo Power to Hear
temune all Matters of Complaint, touching Paper and Prinrinf, and to call before them the

' and Author of any Copy of any Book grown fcarce, and to Order fuch Book to be
Aeprinted by fuch Perfon or Perfons as they fhall think fit, in cafe of the Proprietors and
fulal to Reprint, or fuffer any other to Reprint the fame upon reafonable Terms.

Bl doth not tend to fettle a Monopoly, as fome would Infinuate, fince it doth not hinder
B Writing or Printing any other Book upon the fame Subject ; but to prevent the Corrupt
of thofe who Pirate other Mens Copies without giving any Encouragement to the Au-
0 belt deferve it 5 and will, if well Confidered, be a general Good to all, except the unfair
who will ever be Dilcountenanced by all that with well to this Nation, which now
B Learning, but will foon feel the fatal Effe&ts of fuch ill Praflices, if not Remedied by
X n£ this Honourable Houfe. |

& mothing in this Bill, as is humbly conceived, that may be Prejudicial to the Publick ;
® the Prices of Books are to be fettled by fuch, in whom this Honourable Houfe fhall
Lodge the Power, the Subjeét can’t be impofed upon. And furely, if a Profit is to be
e hath more Right to it than the Author-or Owner of the Copy.

any Author has a Mind that the Right of his Copy fhould not be wholly Vefted in the
 mmay oblige the Printer not to Regifter the Copy in the Szationers Company’s Book :-
operty, as the Bill now ftands, is not Vefted in the Printer, and any other Perfon may

Tty 1o Re[‘lt the {ame,
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