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Relief of Bookfellers and others, by wfting the
Copies of Printed Books in the Purchafs of fuch
Copies from Authors, or their Afligms, for a li-
mited Time. -

G D EREID by an AG made and. paffed in the Preamble
_ T}_gﬁ‘“ £ | Eighth Year of the Reign of Hew lte Majefty
| i Eiﬁl &+ Queen Aune, intituled, “ An A& for the FEncou-
TREERT ¢ ragement of Learning, by vefting the Copies of
- 7" < Printed Books in the Authors or Puchafs of

“ fuch Copies during the Times therein mentioned,,” it was
| (amongft other Things) enacted, that from mnd after the
Tenth Day of April, One thoufand feven humdred @and ten,

! ‘the Authors of any Book or Books then printwed, who had
not . transferred to any other the Copy or Cwopies ©f fulzsh
;' Books,
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‘Books, Share or Shares thereof, or the Bookfeller or Book-
Aellers, Printer or Printers, or other Perfon or Perfons, who
had purchafed or acquired the Copy or Copies of any Booik
or Books in order to print or reprint the .fame, fhould have
the fole Liberty of printing {uch Book and Books for the

Term of Twenty-one Years, to commence -from the Tenth
Day of Apri, One thoufand {even hundred and ten, and :.no

longer:

and tobereas it hath been a prevailing Opinion with Book-
fellers and others, that Authors and their Affigns had by
the Common Law, independantly of the faid A¢t of Queen
Anne, the fole Right of printing and reprinting Copies of
their Works; and -that the faid At was -not intended to take
‘away or abridge any fuch Right; and in confequence of this
‘Opinion, many of them have from time to time anvefted
the Whole, or the greateft Part, of their Fortunes in the
Purchafe of fuch Copy Rights, on which ‘the Support of
them and their Families at this Time doth in a great Meafure
depend :

Any twhereas it hath lately been adjudged in the Houfe
.of Lords, .that no fuch Copy Right in Authors or their
Affigns doth exift at Common ILiaw; 1n confequence whereof
Purchafers of fuch Copy Rights muft be great Sufferers by
their Mifapprehenfion of the Law in refpett thercof, and many
of. them likely to be involved in Ruin, unlefs they fhall ob-
tain the Aid and Affiftance of Parliament:

-qu it therefore pleafe Y our moft Excellent MAJESTY,

That it may be Enafted, and be it Cnafted by the King's
moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this
prefent Parhament aliembled, and by the Authority of the'fame,
Bropery E:" ; That from and after the Fourth Day of Fare One thoufand
Co e feven hundred and f{eventy-four, every Author of any Book
thors, their or Books already printed and publifhed, who hath not transferred
Ezﬁ’;ﬂ{fﬂ to any other the Copy Right of fuch Book or Books, or Share
tors and Al or Shares- thereof, and his Executors, Adminiftrators, and Af-
e for 14 figns, or the Perfon or. Perfons, Bodies Politic or Corporate,
rhza;chruf who hath or have purchafed, or otherwife acquired the Whole
June 1774.  Intereft of the Author in the Copy Right of any fuch Book or
Books, or any Share or Shares -thereof, from the Author or

Authors
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Authorss of the fame, or his, her, or their refpective Executors,
Adminiftrators, or Afligns, in order to print or reprint the fame,
and the Executors, Adminiftrators, and Afligns of {uch Purchafer
or Purchafers refpeétively, fhall have the fole and exclufive Right
and Liberty of printing fuch Book or Books for the Term of
Fourteen Years to commence from the faid Fourth Day of Fune,
and no longer; and that if any other Book{eller, Printer, or Per-
fon whatfoever, from and after the faid Fourth Day of Fure,
within the Time granted and limited by this Act as aforefaid, fhall
print, reprint, or import, or caufe to be printed, reprinted, or
imported any fuch Book or Books, without the Confent of the
Proprietor or Proprietors thereof refpettively firft had and ob-
tained in Writing, figned in the Prefence of Two or more
credible Witnefles, or, knowing the fame to be fo printed or
reprinted without the Confent of the Proprietor or Proprietors
thereof refpetively, fhall fell, publifh, or expofe to Sale, or
caufe to be fold, publithed, or expofed to Sale any fuch Book
or Books without fuch Confent firft had and obtained as afore-
faid, then fuch Offender or Offenders fhall forfeit {fuch Book or
Books, and all and every Sheet and Sheets being Part of fuch
Book or Books, to the Proprietor or Proprietors of the Copy
Right thereof refpectively, who fhall forthwith damafk and
make Wafte Paper of the {fame ; and further, that all and every
fuch Offender and Offenders as aforefaid, thall forfeit Ten Pounds
for every Book which fhall be found in his, her, or thewr Cuftody,
either printed or printing, publifhed, or expofed to Sale contrary
to the true Intent and Meaning of this Att; One Moiety thereof
to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, His Heus and Succeflors,
and the other Moiety thereof to any Perfon or Perfons that
thall fue for the fame; to be recovered in any of His Majefty’s
Courts of Record at Weffminfter, by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint,
or Information, in which no Wager of Law, Effoign, Privilege,
or Prote€tion, or more than One Imparlance fthall be allowed.

ano fohereag many Perfons may through Ignorance offend
againft this A&, unlefs fome Provifion be made, whereby the
Property in every fuch Book as is intended by this Act to be
{ecured to the Proprietor or Proprietors thereof may be afcer-
tained and known, be it therefore furthber Enafied by the
Authority aforefaid, That nothing in this A¢t contained fhall
be conftrued to extend to fubjet any Bookfeller, Printer, or
other Perfon whatfoever to the Forfeitures or Penalties herein
mentioned, for or by reafon of the Printing or Reprinting any
Book or Books without fuch Confent as aforefaid, unlefs the
Title

Penaley on
Perfuns pub-
lithing any
B soks, not
having the
Property vell-
ed in them.

No Perfon
liable to the
Penalty un-
lef{s the Title
of the Book
be entered
with the
Company of
Stationers,
before the
29th of Sep-
tember 1774.
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- Title to' the Copy of fuch Book or Books fhall, on or before the
Twenty-ninth Day of September, One thoufand feven hundred
-and feventy-four, be entered. into the Regifter-Book of the Com.-
-pany of Stationers kept for that Purpofe, in fuch Manner as hath
-been ufual ; for every- of which feveral Entries {o to be made as
-aforefaid, the Sum of Two Shillings and Sixpence. fhall be paid,
‘and no more ;- which faid Regifter-Book may at all feafonable and
«convenient Times be referred to and infpected by any Bookf{eller,
Printer, or other Perfons for the Purpofes before: mentioned,
‘without any Fee or Reward ; and the Clerk of the faid Com-
-pany of Stationers thall, when and as often as thereunto required,
give a Certificate under his Hand of fuch Entry or Entries, and
for every fuch Certificate may take a Fee, not exceeding Sixpence.

If theCleck  quy Bg it further Enaften, That if the Clerk of the faid
fgﬂﬂgi}dm Company of Stationers for the time being fhall refufe or neglet
fufe orneg-  to regifter or make fuch Entry or Entries, or to give fuch Cer-
Josk 0 g ‘tificate, being thereunto required by the Proprietor of fuch Copy

{uch Entry, : 2 _ : A
and Notice  OF Copies 1n the Prefence of Two or more credible Witnefies;

Fh""f“igi"f“-then fuch Proprietor (Notice being firft duly given of fuch
dor Gazetre, Refufal by an Avertifement in -the Gazette) fhall have the like

thenthe Pro- Benefit as if fuch Entry or Entries, Certificate or Certificates
L e e had B duly made and given ; ‘and the Clerk fo refufing thall

have the like ) : ;
Benefic as if  for every fuch Offence forfeit to the Proprietor or Proprictors of

EE Eg"ifs fuch Copy or Copies the Sum of Twenty Pounds, to be recovered
ey e WL any of His Majefty’s Courts of Record .at I%{ﬁms?g/:ff?’, by
the Clerk ~ Aftion of Debt Bill, Plaint, or Information, in which no

S Wager of Law, Effoign, Privilege, Protettion, or more than
.One Imparlance {hall be allowed,

Ten Copies  “197100i0cD alivayg, and it ig bereby @naffed, That Ten

Iﬁft:;;!:e:lfat Copies, upon the beft Paper, of every Book, Volume or Volumes

afterthe gth  that, from and after the F ourth Day of Fune, One thoufand
b brJure  feven hundréd and feventy-four, fhall be reprinted and publithed
bl & By under this A&, and which fhall not have been entered, and of
e /R & Copy or Copies thall not have been given before, fhall,

Warehoufe : : .
.};iﬁii? e by the Proprietor, Bookfeller, or Printer or Printers thereof, be

company of defivered to the Warehoufe Keeper of the faid Company of §zs-

fﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ?&ﬁ” tioners for the time being, at the Hall of the {aid Company, before

ccertain Li- - fuch Publication made, for the Ule of the Royal Libr.ary,
Bl . the Libraries of the Univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge, the

Library of the Brizifh Mufiecum, the Libraries of the Four
Univerfities of Scotland, the ‘Library of Sion College 10 . London,
and the Library commonly called, 7% Library belonging to the

Faculty
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Faculty of Advocates af Edinburgh, refpetively ; which faid Ware-
houfe Keeper is hereby required, to receive the fame into the
Warehoufe of the faid Company, and within Seven Days after
fuch Delivery to give Notice in Writing of the Title, and De-
livery of fuch Book, Volume or Volumes, to the feveral Agents
-of the Keepers.of -the faid feveral Libraries refpectively, in cafe
there fhall be any fuch Agents refident within the Bills of Mor-
tality, whofe Appointmentand Place of Abode hath been notified
to the :faid Warehoufe Keeper; and alfo within Ten Days

after Demand by the Keepers of the faid refpective Libraries,.

-or any Perfon or Perfons by them or any of them authorized
tc demand {uch Copies, to deliver the fame for the Ufe of the
aforefaid Libraries refpetively ; and if any Proprietor, Book-
feller, or Printer, or the Warehoufe Keeper of the faid Com-
pany -of Stationers for the time :being, fhall not obferve the
Direction of this A& therein, that then he or they fo making
Default .in deliveringthe faid printed Copies as aforefaid, fhall
forfeit .the Sum of Five Pounds for every Copy not fo deli-
vered, and alfo the Value of the faid Printed Copies not fo
-delivered ; the fame to be recovered by the King’s Majefty, His
Heirs and Succeflors, and 'by the Chancellor, Mafters, and
Scholars of any of the faid Univerfities, and by the Principal
of ‘the. Britifh Mufeam, and by the Prefident and Fellows of Si
Gollege, and the faid Faculty of Advocates at Edinburgh, with
-thewr Full Cofts refpectively, - .

JPr0vinen alfo, and be it further ¢naited, That nothing in
this Aét contained fhall extend or be conftrued to-extend to prevent
any Perfon or-Peffons from felling fuch Impreffions  or Copies
of any Book or Books as thall have been actually printed and
publifhed before the Pafling of this A&, and might have been
Jawfully fold by fuch Perfon or Perfons in cafe this A& had not
been made ; and alfo, that nothing herein contained fhall extend
or be-.conftrued to deprive any Author or Authors, who fhall
not before the Paffing of this Act have fold, or for a valuable
Confideration difpofed of, or by Writing fhall have given his,
her, or their whole Right or Intereft mn or to the Copy or
Copies of any Book or Books fo printed and publifhed as afore-
faid, to the Printers or Publifhers thereof refpectively, of any
Right or Intereft in or to fuch Copy or Copies, or the fole and
-exclufive Power of reprinting and publithing the fame, which he,
fhe, or they had or was or were intitled to before the Pafling

of ;this Act, or might or ought to have had and enjoyed in cafe
this A¢t had not been made.
dand

The A& not ~
to prevent
Perfons from
felling Books
already print-
ed, and which
might have
been lawfully
fold by fuch
Perfons if che
Aét had nor
pafled;

nor todeprive
Authors of
the Right
they had be-
fore paﬂlng
the A&,
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S0 be it further Enaften by the Authority aforefaid, That
if any Adtion or Suit fhall be commenced or brought againft
any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever for doing or caufing to be
done any Thing in purfuance of this A&, the Defendants in
fuch AcCtion may plead the General lilue, and give the Special
Matter in Evidence; and if upon fych Aétion a Verdi&
be given for the Defendant, or the Plainti become Nonfuited,
and difcontinue his Aétion, then the Defendant {hall have and
recover his Full Cofts, for which he thall have the f{ame
Remedy as a2 Defendant in any Cafe by Law hath. -

- Pw0bided alivaps, and be it further Cnafien, That nothing
i this A& contained fthall extend, or be conftrued to -extend
to prejudice any Right, that the Unijverfities of Oxford and
Cambridge in that Part of Gresr Britain called England, or
the Four Univerfities in that Part of Grear Britain called
Scotland, or any of them, have or claim to have to the Printing

or Reprinting of any Book or Books already printed, or here-
after to be printed. ‘

100ived always, and be it further Enafted, That if any
Perfon or Perfons {hall incur any of the Penalties contained
i this ACt in that Part of this Kingdom called Scorland, the
Penalty.or Penalties, in ‘any fuch Cafe, fhall be recoverable by
any Action before the Court of Seffions in Scotland.

and be it further Enafed by the Authority aforefaid, That
this Aét fhall be adjudged, deem » and taken to be a pub-
lick Ac, and fhall be judicially taken Notice of as fuch by
all Judges, Juftices, and other Perfons whatfoever, without
dpecially pleading the fame., Frarf)ild
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