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INDEED there are fo very few buyers of this kind

of lumber, that though in g-eneralr' the' authors of

large and valuable works have been

very very fpa-
| ringly paid' for- the neceffary expences attendmg

l, iR 7 fuch
| |

; do the higheft honor to the fenf® of the nation, are fo little read,

learned. Thiis' we

i that they are fearce known to any but the very
] are daily lofing fomewhat of that vaft frock of 'uleful

ideas pub-
and the neglect of Englithmen to their

I lithed by our anceftors ;
i
i has been almoft as fatal to knowledge, and

beft inftruors, to the

fame of Englith authors, as accidental conflagrations, and thofe vo-

hintary ones made by the GoTHs, the VANDALS, and the TURKsS,
), y

-' on the manufcripts of the antient writers. This is an evil whlch

————

would be greatly increafed by rendering literary property common :

In this cafe it will not be worth the while of individuals to make

new editions of any works, which do not promife a quick return of
money : And what kind of works muft thefe be? They muft be

{uch trifling wretched compofitions as pleafe the vulgar ; compo-

e~ —— -

fitions which difgrace the prefs, yet are the beft calculated for ge-

neral fale.




fuch ‘compofitions,® the confumption of time, and
too often the lofs of health, in thefe laborious un-
dertakings, 'the bookiellers' have generally {marted
for' '‘what they 'have' given for copy right, efpecially
in their dealings with {fome Scotch authors, who have

tafted' very largely of their generofity or credulity ;

nay, according to common report, that mighty Co-
loffus of literature, the great Dr. Jounson, before he
happily experienced the munificence of a royal pa-
tron, ufed to acknowledge, that in this country book-
fellers were the belt patrons to authors ; and for this
laft century they have by many people been confi-

dered as the fole {fupport of learning.

IT has, I am told, been urged by the council on

the

° The purchafing a large number of buoks, with the expence of

paying ‘a varicty of people, employed in fearching and 'copying

[ ¥

ancient records. E

H.l. . '-r=-l
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the fide of the appellants, or by {fome one or other
Member of the Upper Houlfe, in favour of the decifion
againft the perpetuity of copy right, that it was poili-
ble a cafe might arife, where government {hould bribe
a bookfeller to fupprefs intirely the work of an author

whofe dorine was contrary to the interefts or ill de-

figns of a corrupt court.

It would be a difficult talk, even in this country,
for a minifter to divert out of the neceflary channel
of corruption, afum fufficient to bribe an individual,

who would always have it in his power to repeat his

extortionate demands.

But fuppofing a minifter {hould ftand fo much In
awe of the dofrine and refletions of any particular
author, as to expend large fums and emoluments to
fupprefs them, and that he had the money at com-

mand, he would find it all thrown away in an impoi-
fible
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fible attempt ; for the public, as in the before men-

tioned cafe, might have recourfe to the Irifh and the

Americans, who would furnifh them with as many

T"'-r-l. —

editions of the author as they pleafed. ".

RuT to come to the laft and moft important quel-
tion agitated in the caife between the appellants Do-
naldfon and the refpondent bookfellers, Is the render-
ing literary property common, advantageous or diad-

vantageous to the ftate of literature in this country?

The queftion, I think, is eafily anfwered, that it will
not only be difadvantageous, but ruinous to the ftate
of literature. If litérary property becomes common,

we can have but two kind of authors, men in opu-

lence, ahd men in dependence.

Tae Romans, even in their degenerate days, had

that high fenfe of merit in general, and of fervices

rendered
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renderedothe public ; that; according to 'Priny, and
other writers, in proportion-to a man’s charafler
tor, literary abilities and virtues, in propoxtion  to
his power of rendering ~himfelf ufeful to his country
and fellow citizens, and in proportion to his exertion

of this power, he was fure of meeting from the gene-

rous hands of individuals an Equal reward.

Priny, if I remember right, in {peaking of hisown
fuccefs in life, and that of one of his cotemporaries,
mentions the leaving legacies to learned and good
men, as a practice common and familiar. - We were
of the fame age, faid he, we entered into life toge-
ther, and we had the fame number of legacies be-
queathed us. This being the cuftom among the Ro-
mans, with what ardor muft it infpire every youthful
breaft, to deferve fuch grateful, fuch ufeful returns of
bounty ? But, alas! there never was any thing Roman

1n
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in the 'Chara&ﬁ'l‘s and conduét of the Englith people!
When did ever: an Englifhman grow rich from the
real fervices he had rendered his country ? No! Gothic
inftitutions have, from the firft eftablithment of our
anceltors in thefe parts, tainted the minds of their
pofterity with fuch a leaven of the corrupteft kind of
lelfifhnefs, that an Englithman perfuades himfelf he
1s aling with propriety, when he bequeaths the whole
of his eftate to a blockhead he defpifes in the fiftieth
degree of relationfhip, tlﬁﬂ’ he leaves behind him
many worthy ingenious’ friends, whom a {mall legacv

would help out of very intricate circumitances.

[r there ever is any money left in this country, out

of the channel of relationihip, the inftances are rare ;

they are commonly returns for fervile compliances
with the will of the benefaGtor: or elfe the ceconomi-
cal bequefter once for all pays for a feat among the

maniions
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manfions of the blefled, thofe fums to hofpitals and

L =

‘ public charities, which he denied to the ftarving poor

whilft he preferved any power of felf-gratification.

E

’ Tuat watchful guard, felfifhnefs, is a never-failing
| check to any generous {ally of the mind, or te any
' benevolent inclination in the human breaft ; and the
d means of obtaining wealth from the good opinion of
; his country or his friends being thus barred from a
man whom fortune has denied to favour, yetof merit,

of genius, and of virtue, fufficient to inftrudt and to

enlighten mankind : If fucha man is deprived of the

neceffary lucrative advantage by the right of property.

in his own writings, is he to ftarve, or live in penury,
whilft he is exerting, perhaps, vain endeavours to ferve

a people who do not defire his fervices? Suppofing

this man has a wife and children, ought he, for the

’ meer whiftling of a name, to exert thofe talents in li-

terary
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terary compofitions, which were much better employ-
ed in fome mechanical bufinefs, or fome trade, that
would fupport his family? Will not {fuch a man, 1if he

-

has the tender feelings of a hufband and a father,—it

indeed he has the conicience of a religious or a moral

man : will he not check every incentive arifing from
vanity, which would tempt him, for the purchale ot
an ill-bought fame, to expofe to poverty and con-

tempt thofe who, by the law of re igion and nature,

he is bound to cherith and protcE;?

Every independent man, not born to an eftate,
being thus, by a hard conjuntture of circumfitances,
prevented from exerting his talents for the delight
and inftru&@ion of mankind, this important talk can
only be the lot of the opulent and the dependent ;
but, alas! genius and learning are, In our days, too

humble and too modeft to frequent the palaces of the

F great;
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oreat : therefore, I am dfmld it 1s rom dependent

i 2

writers dlf}nf} that we muft expea afll ‘our future

inftru@ion :——but can that 1nﬂru&ri0ﬁ bE edlfylng
which falls from a h..n.ﬂl pen, exerted merefy tu earn
the favour of 2 patron, by makmg tlhat whlch 1S tlllu:

114

worfe appear the better reafon, and by fettmg forth,
in falfe colours, all the prejudices and cotrupt i s
of the man from whofe hard-earned bounty fite ' Author

expelts bread 2

Tnus much for the matter of thole publications,
which will fucceed this great ‘revolution in ‘literary
property. In'regard to elegant editions, mo proprie-
tors of copy right, who hold fuch property on the hfe
of an author, or for a’ fmall term of years, will find it
worth their while to give very good editions of works,
left thé public, who are:fond Jof, pennyworths in the

article of books, fhould withhold their rpurchafe "till
- the
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the property, bpg:aar;n;e common;; and, n, tluslca,[e thﬂ
fb.le, 1f not ;hc fentiments of the author will be m1fe-

;gbly ;pangle;d and the, fhops full of thﬂfe t«rretched
¢d}Hﬂ{1$ of works,. Whlch W{Juld difgraCE even an Iulh

[ ]
i 1
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Tris willobe she pvastehed  flate of literatyre, and
editions of authors, if literary property continues to
ftand on the footing which the Lords’ decifion has put
it y—acfooting almolt as bad as/it -ftoad -on wherv this
country furft emerged from a {tate of fuch Gothic bar-
barity: and 11gnorange, that,-the mighty tyrants of the
Jand conld neithér dpell, nex fcribble, their names and
titles ;=+afooting {0 wretched, as, with the confidera-
tion of,the suin,dnimhich a fet of ufeful members of
{ocietyare) dt]pretent involved, to.induce me (not pes-
cewing ‘a mobe > able advocate enter the Lills), to write
thefe argwmentsand obiervations in'its. defence, though

I 2 oppre Hed
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opprefled with ficknefs, and in a very weak'and Ian-

guid ftate of health. But let not minifters anc-l. Epl':am:':f:-

men triumph, as if in a greater ftate of fecurity from
the reflettions of their countrymen, by this mortal
ftab to the ftate of Englifh literature : No ; 1t will only
affe& thofe valuable works, built on more durable
principles than the fandy foundations' of temporary

applau {e.

AN author, dependent on a fattious  patron, will
often write in more acrimonious terms, though not
with the {ame patrintic. view, as an independent ‘man,
on the condutt of government; and in proportilon to
the fmallnefs of the time allotted for a writer to make
his market of gain, the prefs will be employed with
fcandals, libels, acute refleGtions on public meafures,

and all thofe kind of compofitions, calculated to pleale

the generality, and to render government unealy.



[oss ]

But, whatever may be the malice, or the want of
difcernment in the minifter, 1 am perfuaded that Lord
CAMDEN, to whofe eloquence, and to that deference
which is due to charalter, perhaps, we owe this de-
cifion ;—I am perfuaded, from the candour and huma-
nity which that nobleman is known to poflefs, from that
difplay of abilities and fagacity, that integrity, that firict

adherence to ju‘lice fo confpicuous 1n his conduct

whilft he prefided over the Courts of Common Pleas
and Chancery ;—I am perfuaded, from that patriotic
fpirit and love of country which has hitherto governed
211 his a&ions, and rendered his name dear to Englifh-
men ;—I am perfuaded, I fay, that when this learned,

this excellent Nobleman, confiders this.important fub-

jeét in all 'ts extenfive view, he will be the firft to
move for abill to relieve the holders of copy right from

their prefent diftrefs ; to fettle the lucrative advantage

of authors for their writings on a permanent footing ;

andad
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and thus. to encourage ufeful literature, by rendering
it convenient to the circumftances of men of inde-
pendent tempers to. employ their literary abilities in

the {ervice of their country.

Iiis
]
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BY the arguments urged in the third page of this

work, the Author does not prefume to infinuate

that copy right was not invaded before the ftatute of

X

he eighth of Queen Anne: She 1s fenfible that the

{

atute itfelf mentions invafions, but thinks herfelf

authorized in the opinion, that after the revolution

1

iterary property was for feveral years protetted by the

common notion, that the holder had an equitable,

and confequently a legal right, by the words of the

fame ftatute, which calls the invafion ¢ a late in-

¢« vafion.”




